that in 982 merchants trom Manmla visited Canton for trade.  They
probably were not pioneers as it is related that they came with
valuable merchandise. This was about the time (between 976 and
983) when the Canton trade was declared a state monopoly. Over
two centuries a maritime customs service had existed i that port,
reorganized in 971 because of the greatly increased foreign trade.

From 1174 to 1190 (Chau Ju-Kua's account, Hirth and Roekhill,
p. 163) the Formosan Bisayan chiefs were in the habit of assem-
biing . parties of several hundreds to make sudden raids on villages
of the neighboring Chinese coast. There murders innumerable and
even cannibalism were charged against them, though perhaps there
<hould be some discount upon these unfavorable statements as even
trday enemies are not always reliable authorities upon their ad-
versaries,

They placed great value upon iron, even to the extent of
attaching ropes, of over a hundred feet in length, to their spears so
that these might be recovered after each throw.

Such was their fondness for all forms of iron that those sur-
prised by them would throw away spoons or chopsticks of that
metal so while the pursuers were stopping to pick these up they
could gain a start. Once in the house the door had only to bhe
closed and' they would be distracted from the attack by sight of
2 1ron knocker which they would wrench off and then immediately
depart with it.

The soldiers decoyed them with mail-covered horsemen and in
their mad struggle to strip off the armor they would meet their
death without being sensible of their danger. Bamboo lashed into
rafts conveyed them over the waters and when hard pressed facili-
tated their escape for these, folded up like sereens, were easy to
[ift and swim off with.

A collector of customs (the Chau Ju-Kua before quoted) of
Chinchew, the port in the Amov district later made famous by
Marco Polo, from personal investigation obtained data as to the
Philippines which he published in a geography written between 1209
and 1214 (B. Laufer, Relations of Chinese to the Philippines, Wash-
ington, 1907, p. 24).

Under “Mai,” an island north of Borneo, he is supposed to
include Western Luzon, and the Island of Mindoro, which Blumen-
tritt thinks (Versuch einer Ethnographie der Philippinen, 65) had
the name *“Mait,” or black, from the former negrito population.
The opening description, now held to be of Manila, tells of about
a thousand famihes who occupied both banks of a water-course.
Some people wore only waist-cloths while others draped themselves
in a sort of cotton sheet, getting presumably much the same effect
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