as may be seen among the feminine bathers on the Tondo beach
any Sunday moruing. !

Little bronze idols of unknown origin were to be found in the
grassy region outside the village, for Mr. Rockhill 1s careful .to
translate “idols” instead of ‘“Buddhas,” holding that the word has
the more general meaning often. Yet because the later idols of the
country were of wood and clay one wonders where bronze idols
would be made at that time if not in a Buddhist land. Manila was
a peaceable community then, and peaceful too, for the fierce pirates
of the south had not yet gotten into the habit of coming there, still
less had settled, as they were to do two centuries later.

The traders’ ships anchored in front of the quarters of the
chiefs, to whom they presented the white silk parasols which these.
digmtaries were accustomed to use. There the market was held,
and the shore people at onee went on board, mixing in friendly
fashion with the newcomers. Nor was there fear of loss, for such
then was the Manilans’ honesty that even when some one helped
hunself and took away goods without being seen he could be relied
on in due season to faithfully account for them. The period was
usually eight or nine months so that, though not travelling the
greatest distance, those trading to Manila were among the latest in
getting back to China.

The trade was without money, a barter of the country's vellow
wax (a medium grade)), cotton, pearls, tortoise shell, medicinal
hetel nuts, and native cloth, for imported porcelain, trade gold, iron
censers, leads, colored glassbeads and iron needles. Names of other
~ettlements 1n this region may be what we now call the Babuyanes
islands, Polillo island, off the Bast coast, Lingayen in Pangasinan,
Luzon perhaps used of East Luzon and (according to Luther M.
Parker, a graduate student in the University of the Philippines,
1913-14) Lian in Batangas. '

For the group called “the three islands,” Calamianes, Palawan
and Busuanga are the closest resemblances to the curious names
of the Chinese narrative, though B. Laufer in his notes to Fay Cole’s
Chinese pottery in the Philippines (Field Museumn Bulletin) suggests
another for (‘alamianes. ,

Local customs were said not to differ particularly from- the
wayvs of Mai. The country, grand in its scenery, had many ridges
and ranges of cliffs rose from the shore, steep as the walls of
a house.

Each tribe had about a thousand families (which seems to be
only another way of sayving that the tribes were large rather than
an effort at statisties) and they lived in wattled huts in cornmanding
situations difficult of access. The =ight of women bringing water
from the streams in jars gracefully and easily carried on the head,
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