of what was the Rome of the Orient witnessed also a physieal
demonstration, for in that vear the eunuch Cheng-ho set sail, with
his 62 large ships bearing 27,800 soldiers, on the expedition which
explored as far as the Arabian® Gulf and required the nominal
allegiance of the numerous countries visited during repeated voy-
ages extending over thirty years.

[an.C. Hannah states in his “Eastern Asia: A History” that
outside the North of Toh Chow, in Shantung province, by a little
mosque, is yvet marked the burial place of a farmer sultan of Sulu
who died on a visit to the Emperor Yung-lo in 1417.

In the same year, Sulu’s eastern, western and village rajahs
with their wives, children and headmen- all came to the Chinese
court with tribute, and another tribute mission from Sulu arrived
n 1420, '

About the middle of the XV century, Doctors Hose and Me-
Dougall in their history of Borneo (Pagan Tribes of Borneo Lon-
don, 1912, chap. 1) assert, a Bisayan was king of Brunei
T lns Alak ber Tala, later to be called Sultan Mohammed, introduced
Arabic doctrines into his kingdom and the use of Ardbl(‘ writing
made his reign the beginning of Brunet's local recorded history.
ITis great grand nephew, Makoda Ragan, had Arab and Chinese as
well as Bisayan blood, a fact remembered to this day by having
representatives of these three races officiating at the king’s coro-
ration, and the fourth official on these occasions 1s dressed 1in
ancient Bisayan costume. Makoda Ragah, also called Sultan Bul-
kiah, is spoken of as the most heroic character in Bornean history
and conquered the Sulu islands, and sent expeditions to Manila,
the second time seizing the place. Tis wife, the first queen of the
Philippines of whom we know, was a Javan princess. This great
king was accidentally killed by his wife’s bodkin. It was this
monarch or his son who died in 1575 that so mmpressed the ('hro—
nicler of Magellan’s expedition.

Corroboration for this considerable historie association comes
in the Chinese jars found in the oldest burial caves as well as
prized among the more remote hill tribes as ancestral puwesswns
handed down from so remote an antiquity that their origin has
long been forgotten and they are now venerated as objects that
¢ame from heaven (Fay Cole: Chinese Pottery in the Philippines).
The four-toed dragon claw designs place them among the Chinese
manufacture of not later than the last of the XIV century.

Legend 1s not Jacking, either, for a tradition of Tapul (Saleeby:
The Origin of the Malayvan Filipinos, p. 1) relates that a Chinexe
wjah who anchored his hoat at the south of their island had his
('.:mghter stolen in the mght by the “dewas.” She was hidden in
a bamboo stalk and there found by the solitary male who had
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