two or three being borne vne above another, still amazes and in-
terests ns as it did the Chinese geographer’s informant. _

In more remote valleys lurked the negritoes, nesting in the trees
the author alleges. They were stunted in stature, with eyes round
and yellow, curly hair, and teeth exposed by their parted lips. In
groups of three or five they would ambuscade some unwary way-
farer and many fell victims to their cunning and deadly arrows.
But throwing a porcelain bowl would make them forget their mur-
derous purpose and off they would go, leaping and shouting in joy.

The country folk evidently did not inspire in the traders the
same confidence these felt toward the Manilans. Their ships would
anchor in midstream and none went ashore till there had been sent
one or two hostages to be retained till the trading was over. Drum
beating announced their arrival, when the local traders raced for
the ship carrying, evidently as samples, cotton, yellow wax, and
tome made cloth, and coconut heart mats, whatever this last may
have meant. In case of disagreement over prices the chiefs of the
traders came in person, when, after a mutually satisfactory settle-
ment had been reached, there would be presents given,-silk um-
brellas, porcelain and rattan baskets, probably the first two from
the visitors and the last from the people. Then the barter wax
concluded ashore. Three or four days was the usual stop in each
place when the ships sailed to another anchorage, for each of the
settlements was independent of its neighbors. The Chinese goods
were porcelain, black damask, and other silks, beads of all colors,
leaden sinkers for nets, and tin.

Polilo, on the Pacific coast, was also, but less frequently, vi-
sited, to obtain two prized varieties of coral. There local customs
and commercial usages were the same as on the other side of the
archipelago but though the settlements were more populous the
coral was hard to get and so there was httle trade. The coast,
too, was dangerous, with the sea full of “bare ribs of rock with
jageed tooth-like blasted trees, their points and edges sharper than
swords and lances.” Ships tacked far out from shore in passing
to avoid these perils and besides the people were “of cruel disposi-
tion and given to robbery.”

- Northern Formosa, during this period, was not visited by
Chinese for there were no goods of special importance to be gotten
there while the people were also given to robbery, but Formosan
goods,—yellow wax, native gold, buffalo tails, and jerked leopard-
meat, were brought to the Philippines for sale.

For 1349, in an unpublished translation by Mr. Rockhill of
“A Description of the Barbarians of the Isles (Tao-1-¢hih-lio)
by Wang Ta-yuan 1s mentioned, the “three archipelagoes” if that
is the proper way to distingmish between Chao-ju-kua’s Sanhsu
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