vot carry out his planned attack. This variation of the Queen of
Sheba-Solomon anecdotes is common in Chinese history, and its
extensive use was probably due to the same sort of loeal adapta-
tion as later made an orientalized Dido story of land-measurement
trickery spread so quickly after the coming of the Europeans.
Gtroeneveldt suggests the Arab prince might have been one of the
Arab chiefs in the Archipelago, which would by our identification
nicely fit with Bornean conditions.

Between 766 and 779 three Ka-ling envoys visited China and
i 813 four slaves (Groeneveldt thinks negroes), assorted colored
parrots, “pinka-birds”’—whatever these may have been, and other
gifts were presented to their powerful neighbor. A title of “Left
Defender of the office of the Four Inner Gates” came to the am-
bassador who by cleverly seeking to relinquish this title to hix
vounger brother secured imperal praise and the coveted honor for
two members of his family instead of one.

In 827 and 835 were two embassies, and between 837 and 850
an envoy presented female musicians as the tribute gift. (Account
summarized trom Groeneveldt, pp. 12-15).

“The great sea southwest of Hainan,” says he”.......... has
in it Triple-joint currents (San-ho-lin). The waves break here
violently, dividing into three currents: one flows south and is the'sea
which forms the highway to foreign lands; one flows north and is
the sea of Canton (and Amoy)........ one flows eastward and
enters the boundless place, which is called the Great Eastern Ocean
Sea. ‘

“Ships in the southern trade, both going and coming, must
run through the Triple-joint currents. If they have the wind, m
i moment they are through it. But if on getting into the danger-
ous place there 1s no wind, the ship cannot get out and is wrecked
in the three currents...... It 18 said that, in the Great Eastern
Ocean Sea there is a long bank of sand and rocks some myriads
of I (705 yards or 2-5 mile) in length. [t marks the gulf leading
to Hades (Wei-lu). In olden times there was an ocean-going junk
which was driven by a great westerly wind to within hearing dis-
tance of the roar of the waves falling into Wei-ln of the Great
Eastern Ocean. No land was to be seen. Suddenly there arose a
strong easterlv wind and the junk escaped its doom. (Ilirth and
Rocekhill, Chau Ju-Kua, note 3, p. 185).

Such superstition, like that of the Pillars of Hercules, in the
Strait of Gibraltar, naturally restrained explorations so that the
first voyages across the China sea came from Manila. )

The earliest account of Filipino traders comes through a brief
mention in a French ethnologist’s notes on foreigners i China
(Hlenry St. Denis, Ethonographie, I1, 502, according to Roekhill)



