if not through, this group of 1slands. This Buddhist priest in A.
D. 400 went overland to India (Groenevedlt, Notes, p. 6) in search
“of Buddhist books and fifteen years later came back by sea in
Indian vessels via Ceylon and Java. Shortly after his death a
hook was published, written from his narratives, giving “an account
of Buddhist countries” (Fo Kuo Chi). After staying five months
in Java where ‘“heretics and Brahmans flourished but the law of
Buddha hardly deserved mention,” Fahien embarked in May, 414,
on a large merchant vessel with a crew of over two hundred and
provisioned for fifty days. Steering a north east course for Can-
ton, when over a month out they struck a typhoon, “a sudden
dark squall accompanied by pelting rain.” The Brahmans felt
that the priest of the rival religion was a Jonah and wanted to
land him on one of the neighboring islands but were dissuaded
by a trader representing the danger that would be to all on coming
to China. The weather continued very dark and the pilots did
not know their situation. Finally on the 78th day, with water
almost gone and provisions short, they determined to change their
course since they had already exceeded the usual fifty days for
the run. So on a northwest route in twelve days more they
reached not Canton but Shantung, nearly thirteen degrees farther
north. Now this voyage on a map works out that they passed
the Philippines about the time that marooning the priest on an
island was under discussion, and, as St. John notes (The Indian
Archipelago, London 1853, Vol. I, p. 103), “The Philippines......
oceupy the only part of the Archipelago liable to hurricanes.”
Apparently the land was then unfamiliar to these early navigators.

No voyages of discovery were attempted by the Chinese but,
creeping along the coast, they finally came to the Malay Peninsula
and they worked from one island to another in the Indian Archi-
pelago. (Groeneveldt, p. 1). By this roundabout course in con-
nection with the great island of Borneo, then ecalled Polo and
noted to have sent envoys to China in 518,523 and 616, we find
the Sulu islands suggested. The reference reads “at the east of
this country is situated the land of the Rakshas (or lawless per-
sons, our pirates).” These were stated to have the same customs
as the Poli people, unerring in throwing a saw-edged (wooden)
discus knife, but using other weapons like those in China, in ways
rezembling Cambodia and with products like Siam’s. Murder and
theft were punighed by cutting off the hands and adultery by
chaining together the legs for a year. In the dark of the moon
came the sacrifices, bowls of wine and eatables set adrift on the
surface of the water, as Bornean tribes supposed to be akin to
the Bisayvans and Tagalogs now are doing. The Polans collected
coral and trained parrots to talk, and so probably did the men
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